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SOUTH WESTERN HIGHWAY, SHELVING OF UPGRADE 

183. Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY to the parliamentary secretary representing the Minister for 
Planning and Infrastructure: 

I refer the minister to the South West Times article of 22 August in which it was stated that the $60 million 
upgrade of the South Western Highway between Pinjarra and Bridgetown has been shelved by the Labor Party, 
despite the fact that parts of the road are crumbling.   

(1) Will the minister explain why the critical upgrade has been shelved, given that this stretch of road is 
carrying increasing volumes of traffic?  

(2) Why has Main Roads’ south west budget been slashed by $30 million in the past two years?   

(3) Has the money been diverted to other roadworks in the country, or has it gone into the city rail 
network?   

Hon GRAHAM GIFFARD replied: 
I thank the member for some notice of this question.   

(1)-(3) In the formulation of future state budgets, all projects are considered on their individual merit.  When 
the Gallop Labor Government took office in 2001, it was faced with the legacy of an unsustainable 
spending program -  

Several members interjected.   
The PRESIDENT:  Order, members!  The parliamentary secretary has the floor.   
Hon GRAHAM GIFFARD:  Over the next few years, a significant proportion of Main Roads’ annual budget - 
that is, $60 million per annum - will be used to pay off debts associated with various borrowings undertaken by 
the coalition, such as Transform WA.   

The Government recognises the importance of roads in rural areas.  More than 51 per cent of this year’s state 
roads program has been directed at country roads and over the next three years this percentage will increase to 64 
per cent.  Under the last coalition budget, the proportion of funds directed to rural areas was less than 48 per 
cent.   

Several members interjected.   

The PRESIDENT:  Order, members!  The parliamentary secretary has the floor.   

Hon GRAHAM GIFFARD:  Indeed, the previous Government focused on city projects such as the Graham 
Farmer Freeway and the Narrows Bridge duplication.  In contrast, the Gallop Government is building major 
country roads, such as the Geraldton southern transport corridor, which will cost $35 million, the Mt Magnet-
Leinster Road, which will cost $67 million and the Karratha-Tom Price Road, which will cost $100 million.  It 
must also be recognised that a greater proportion of state funding is being directed towards maintaining the road 
network - as a result of the long-term contracts entered into by the previous Government - and to meeting the 
escalating costs associated with the contracts.  Overall, the State is continuing to provide an average of 
$580 million per annum over the 2002-03 and forward estimate periods, which is still a substantial commitment 
to the road network. 
 


